HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
subjects, such as Bolshevism, children's creches,
economics and the Communist Party and my im-
pressions of Stakhanovism, and so on. In the
meanwhile I must devote myself to the meaning of
abstraction and of historical perspectives.
I am assuming, in this book, not only that mind and
matter are indivisible, but that, for the very reason of
this unity, scientific law is operative in the field of ideas
in the same way as it operates in the world of physical
entities. That is to say, just as law is the principle of
explanation of any physical phenomenon, so also is
law the correct principle of the explanation of the
occurrence of ideas. Now, abstraction is the primary
method of science. Without abstraction there can be
no law, but only a summary of disconnected objects or
events. If any phenomenon has to be explained, it must
first of all be abstracted from other phenomena amid
which it occurs in actuality, and then its conditions or
causes must be discovered and isolated from their
environment of irrelevant causes and effects. In
actuality every phenomenon is connected with every
other. The cause of this phenomenon X is also a
cause of others, Y and Z, and all exist, or may exist,
simultaneously and be the causes of still others, and so
on ad infinitum. This vast complexity of cause and
effect, condition and function applies equally to ideas
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